
Ministry of Health & Population 

Fist Undersecretary 

Preventive Sector 

 

Circular No. 20 of 2021 

Subject: Updating the global and regional epidemiological situation for “polio” and quarantine 

measures at air, sea and land entry points to against the disease 

 

IMPORTANT 

 

Dr. / Director of the Directorate of Health Affairs 

 

Good day, 

In accordance to Circulars of the year 2021 regarding the international spread of polio virus and 

related periodicals, and what was recently published on the World Health Organization website 

on public health events, and the statement of the twenty-ninth emergency committee 

regarding  polio health regulations . 

 

Therefore, we kindly ask you to take the necessary action towards alerting the quarantine 

departments and international vaccination offices immediately and under your direct 

supervision towards updating the global and regional epidemiological situation (polio disease) 

and directing the activation and continued tightening of health control procedures towards 

travelers to and from countries affected by the disease: - 

 

Definition of the disease: Polio is a highly contagious viral disease that affects the nervous 

system and is capable of causing complete paralysis within hours of time. The virus is 

transmitted from one person to another mainly through feces and with a less extent through a 

common means such as polluted water or food. The primary symptoms of the disease are fever, 

fatigue, headache, vomiting, stiff neck, pain and weakness in the extremities. 

 



Countries from which the wild polio virus or the virus derived from the polio vaccine is 

released, with the possibility of the virus spreading internationally: 

Afghanistan - Pakistan - Madagascar - Yemen – China . 

Preventive health measures for those coming from these countries: 

- All arrivals (residents or visitors) from Afghanistan, Pakistan, Madagascar, Yemen and 

China who have spent 4 weeks or more in these countries must take a dose of bivalent 

oral polio vaccine (bOPV) or inactivated Salk polio vaccine (IPV) prior to traveling and 

obtain the International Certificate of Vaccination as specified in Annex 6 of the 

International Statistical Regulations to register their vaccination against polio as proof of 

vaccination. 
 

- An international vaccination certificate is not required from the coming passengers 

(visitors only) if the stay in these five countries for less than 4 weeks, by checking his 

passport. Those who are coming from these countries are allowed to enter and a control 

card is issued for them to monitor them in their place of residence for a period of 4 

weeks. 
 

- If the stay or visit is less than 4 weeks in the countries of Afghanistan, Pakistan, 

Madagascar, Yemen and China, an international vaccination certificate is not required, 

and those who are coming from these countries are allowed to enter and a health 

control card is issued to them to monitor them in their place of residence for a period of 

4 weeks. 

Countries in which isolation of poliovirus derived from GVV type 2. has been confirmed: 

Benin - Burkina Faso - Central African Republic - Chad - Republic of the Congo - Democratic 

Republic of the Congo - Cote d'Ivoire - Ethiopia - Gambia - Ghana - Guinea - Islamic Republic of 

Iran - Liberia - Mali - Niger - Nigeria - Senegal - Sierra Leone - Somalia - South Sudan - Tajikistan - 

Togo - Uganda. 

Preventive health measures for those coming from these countries: 

• For travelers: Encouraging travelers who intend to travel to one of the countries 

mentioned above and who plan to stay there for a period of 4 weeks or more to receive 

an activation dose of the IPV inactivated Salk polio vaccine, and to be provided with an 

“affidavit form” to register their vaccination against IPV, which acts as proof of 

Vaccination. 

• For arrivals: Submitting a vaccination statement. In case of not submitting the 

statement form, they are encouraged to take the vaccinate inside the port of arrival 

with an activated dose of IPV inactivated Salk polio vaccine. These arrivals are provided 

with a “vaccination certificate” and a public health card is issued to them to be follow up 

at their place of residence for a period of 4 weeks. 



Notification and reporting: 

 

➢ Vaccinated traveling are registered in the polio vaccination record . 

 

➢ A weekly (numerical) statement of the vaccinated travelers and those who are coming 

from countries affected by the disease is sent to the "General Administration of 

Quarantine & General Administration of Infectious Diseases Control" . 

 

➢ An official notification shall be made to the competent authorities at the entry points 

(port administration - passports - airlines / shipping agencies that operate lines to these 

countries directly or indirectly ... etc.) with an explanation of what is required from a 

party to implement the publication . 

 

 

And Yours sincerely, 
 

 

 

 

Director general         President 

General Administration of Quarantine    Preventive medicine sector 

Dr. Ayman Imam Mohamad      Dr. Alaa Eid 

 

 

 


